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The Year 7 & 8 students will continue to have Personal Learning Support Plan (PLSP) goals that are 

aligned with the Victorian Curriculum Levels A-10. This program consists of a range of learning out-

comes including literacy, numeracy, personal/social learning and independent living skills. It aims to 

support students to extend their knowledge and skills, to equip them to both develop their independ-

ence and to have a greater likelihood of  succeeding in their post school options.  

To engage each student’s range of  interests and abilities, learning will be delivered through differentiat-

ed collaborative and hands on learning activities. It is a curriculum specifically designed to meet the 

needs of  our diverse student cohorts aged between 12 - 14 years of  age. 

In Years 7& 8, the skill strands consist of  the following: 

Literacy 

In our Reading program, students develop skills to read aloud, use picture prompts, expand their     

vocabulary and make sense of the texts that they read. They make connections between texts and their 

personal experience. Students develop and apply these skills for a range of purposes including to follow 

visual schedules, read procedures, expand their knowledge of the world or identify signage throughout 

the community. 

In our Writing program, students explore how to apply writing for different purposes, use familiar 

words, phrases, images and text features to convey their ideas. Their writing is intended to show      

increasing letter and sound knowledge when spelling, using capital letters and full stops to structure 

sentences suitable to their genre. This program will support our students to work towards developing 

basic skills such as writing and typing their full name, address or to complete greeting cards, letters and 

application forms. 

In our Speaking and Listening program, students engage in listening to and using appropriate           

interaction skills to respond to others in a familiar environment. They explore rhyme, letter patterns 

and sounds in words. They identify and describe likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects,         

characters and events. In informal group and whole-class settings, students engage in communicating 

with others in their preferred mode of communication, i.e. verbally or via their preferred augmentative 

communication tool. Student may apply these skills in when greeting others, partaking in conversations 

and interactions or over the phone. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 & 8 

Secondary Curriculum  



 

 

Numeracy 

In Number and Algebra, students understand numbers with up to 1-4 digits, estimate the size of these 

sets, and use counting, addition and subtraction strategies to solve problems that involve comparing, 

combining and separating these numbers. They represent, continue and create simple and growing pat-

terns using objects and numbers. Students can begin to apply these skills to identify and apply use of 

numbers in the community to plan costs for saving up for a special treat, bus travel, shopping trips or a 

simple party event. 

In Money and Financial Mathematics, students represent simply, everyday situations involving money 

to skill them to arrange and add collections of  money to pay for single items or to calculate change. 

In Measurement and Geometry, students explore how to develop statements and gestures to describe 

location or follow the time of the day. They can then begin to apply these skills to locate icons and 

symbols shown on maps or track and plan ahead for their daily schedule.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal/Social & Personal Skills 

In Personal and Social Capabilities, students learn about how to identify and extend their emotional 

literacy in their interactions to formulate positive relationships with others. They explore how to      

recognise personal qualities and achievements by describing activities they enjoy at school and home, 

noting their strengths. They recognise that attempting new and challenging tasks are an important part 

of their development. 

In our Personal Skills program, students learn how to identify different types of relationships. They 

begin to explore and apply basic skills for including and working with others in groups. The 3 focus 

areas for this program include:  

 Relationship Skills 

 Self  Management 

 Responsible Decision Making 
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Travel Education Program 

Our Travel Education program begins in Year 7 and moves through to Year 12 with a graduated       

program where students progressively gain skills, knowledge and confidence. Students identified with 

the appropriate physical, cognitive and emotional capacity will progress to advanced travel education 

and be taught to become an independent traveller. Travel Education gives students independence and 

an invaluable skill for life beyond school, including the ability to travel for employment, further educa-

tion and social purposes. 

Students are intended to experience an increase in: 

 independence, confidence and improved self-esteem 
 engagement and therefore improved educational outcomes 
 opportunities for accessing further education, training and employment 
 access to health and other public services and facilities 
 opportunities to participate in social, community and leisure activities, and generally broadened ho-

rizons. 

All Year  7 & 8 students will undertake Travel Education Component 1. As part of this program,      

students will be accessing and developing independence in using 3 all modes of transport shown.  
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 Career Education Program 

We can develop a local, customised and high quality career education program for each student. It will 

be designed to help teachers and career practitioners to support students to:  

 explore their interests, strengths, values and aspirations 

 plan their pathways 

 consider their options 

 make informed program, course and career decisions, and track their progress over time.  

The program will help our students to explore what the world of work looks like and the range of    
opportunities available to them.  

Most importantly, students with high-support needs will have post-school planning opportunities that 
will include options that foster independence and that support ongoing life skills development, social 
inclusion, and the pursuit of active and fulfilling experiences.  

Whilst, Year 7 students will complete their first draft of their JSA Career Action Plans, our Year 8    

students will continue to refine their plans. 
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 Personal Skills Development Program 

As discussed, the Personal Skills Development Program is designed to improve: 

 Self Awareness 

 Social Awareness 

 Relationship Skills 

 Self Management 

 Responsible Decision Making 

Program Goals include increasing students’ ability to: 

 Work independently in various functional activities 

 Follow direction when in a small group 

 Learn to wait and take turns 

 Extend their communication skills 

 Access individualised support and expertise from staff fostering their independence 

Our Year 7 & 8 students will attend and undertake much of their learning in the Personal Skills Room, 

working towards completing their Component 1 in the Personal Skills Program.  
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Additional Sport Programs 

Since 2020, to complement our existing Health & Physical Education program, our Year 7 & 8 stu-

dents have enjoyed the opportunity to be involved in an Interschool Sports Program partaking in 

team based sports events with other specialist schools in our local network. Students were supported to 

work together to further develop their individual skills for each sport, build a sense of team collabora-

tion ,to prepare for sports days off site. 

 

Students travel to these sports days by bus. These days are an idea opportunity for them to apply their 

skills and knowledge in Travel Education and to demonstrate their ability to operate in a less familiar   

environment . 

 

Several times throughout the year, our Year 7 & 8 students also partake in the SEDA Sports Program 

conducted with the support of their facilitators and secondary age mentors to model skills in playing a 

range of team ball sports, such as AFL and soccer. Our students enjoy the positive interactions with 

and support given by the SEDA student mentors and look forward to the program from year to year. 
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“Learning for Life” 

19 - 39 Landy Road, Jacana VIC 3047 
Phone 9309 6258   Fax 9309 6426 

jacana.school@education.vic.gov.au 
http://www.jacanaschoolforautism.vic.edu.au/ 


